
 
 

UPDATE:  August 2, 2016 

 
 
AMERICANS ACCOUNTED FOR:  The number of US personnel missing and unaccounted-for from the 
Vietnam War is still 1,618, unchanged since June 9

th
.  Most recently accounted for was Colonel Patrick H. 

Wood, USAF, listed as MIA on 2/6/67, North Vietnam, remains returned on 12/14/15, and identified 2/29/16.  
Just prior to this was LCDR Frederick P. Crosby, USN, listed as KIA/BNR, North Vietnam, on 6/1/65, remains 
returned 12/14/15, and identified on 2/17/16, but not announced by DPAA until 5/25/16.  Also recently confirmed 
as accounted for was Major Dean A. Klenda, USAF, listed as MIA, North Vietnam, on 9/17/65, recovered 
12/8/14 and identified 12/30/14, but also only recently announced by DPAA.  Prior to that release, the most 
recent was SFC Alan L. Boyer, USA/SF, listed as MIA 3/28/68, Laos, recovered 6/16/98, and identified 
3/16/16.   
 
This brings the total accounted for to 965 since the end of the Vietnam War in 1975.  Another 63 US personnel, 
recovered by the US and identified before the end of the war, bring the total of US personnel accounted for from 
the Vietnam War to 1,028. Of the 1,618 still missing (POW/MIA) and unaccounted-for (KIA/BNR), 90% were lost 
in Vietnam or in areas of Cambodia and Laos under Vietnam’s wartime control: Vietnam-1,261 (VN-463, VS-
798); Laos-301; Cambodia-49; PRC territorial waters-7.  These country-specific numbers can and do fluctuate 
when investigations result in changes to loss locations.  Since formation in 1970, the League has sought the 
return of all POWs, the fullest possible accounting for those still missing, and repatriation of all recoverable 
remains. 
 
PRESIDENT RAISES COMMITMENT TO POW/MIA ACCOUNTING AT DAV NATIONAL CONVENTION:  
Speaking at the Disabled American Veterans 95

th
 National Convention, President Obama stated, “We’ve stood 

together at the Wall and remembered the lessons of Vietnam – that even when Americans may disagree about 
a war, we have to stand united in support of our troops.  And that for mothers like Sara [Frances] Shay, who 
honored her missing son for more than 40 years, we will never stop working to bring home our prisoners of war 
and our missing in action.  We leave nobody behind.  No one.”   The League appreciates the President’s 
reference to America’s longstanding commitment to achieve the accounting, though we also recognize fully that 
not all will be recovered, identified and returned to their families for honorable burial here in the United States. 
 
PRESIDENT VISITS VIETNAM:  On a trip to Vietnam from May 22-25, President Obama met with senior 
Vietnamese officials.  During a press conference concluding his official meeting, he stated, “On behalf of the 
American people, including our veterans, I want to thank the government and the people of Vietnam for the 
many years of cooperation to account for Americans missing in action – solemn efforts that we’ll continue 
together.”     
 
PRESIDENT TO VISIT LAOS FOR ASEAN LEADERS CONFERENCE:  In early September, the President will 
travel to Vientiane, Laos, for the ASEAN and East Asia Summits.  Laos is serving as the 2016 Chair of ASEAN 
(Association of Southeast Asian Nations); therefore a series of meetings have been held in preparation with 
senior US officials, including Ben Rhodes, Deputy National Security Council (NSC) Advisor for Strategic 
Communications.   
 
Most recently, Secretary of State John Kerry also was in Vientiane and, with US Ambassador to Laos Dan 
Clune, raised the need for positive Lao Government responses to specific requests to facilitate Joint Field 
Activities (JFAs).  The two points relate to approval for US teams to base-camp at incident site locations to 
reduce travel time and costs for helicopter support (primarily blade hours), thus maximizing time available for 
recovery efforts, and an as-needed increase in the number of personnel allowed in-country simultaneously. Both 
are valid requests to help meet current budget requirements to do more with less in terms of funding and 
effectiveness, meaning results. 
 
US-LAO CONSULTATIONS NOW ONGOING:  A Lao Delegation is now in Hawaii meeting with DPAA and DIA 
officials related to future operations, hopefully including positive responses on the above requests.  Deputy 
Director BG Mark S. Spindler, USA, will head the US Delegation and H. E. Khoanta Phalivong, Director General 
of Europe & Americas Department, Lao Ministry of Foreign Affairs, will head the Lao Delegation.  Especially 
leading into the President’s visit in early September, the League is hopeful that the Lao Government is receptive 
and responsive to these two requests that have now been raised bilaterally at the highest levels.  
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